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What is the bond referendum request?
Voters are being asked whether to approve $1.5 million in bond funding on April 14, 2020, to pay 
for the construction of a new multipurpose activity space. 

Why is a new activity space needed?
The current activity space in the Benson City Armory is undersized and a liability concern for 
the School District. In addition, its availability to the District in the future is uncertain as the City 
considers alternative uses of the building and/or property.

What other options were considered before the decision was made to build a new facility?
The School Board considered a variety of options before concluding that a new building was the 
most cost effective and prudent choice. Initial discussions revolved around the School District 
purchasing the Benson Civic Center. However, education facility building codes (specifically wind 
and snow load standards) were discovered as a costly obstacle. The School Board also explored 
leasing the Civic Center from the City, but the initial and long-term lease costs, in addition to 
the 40-year age of the building and lack of ownership in the asset was determined to be a costly 
barrier.

Was community input considered in the decision to build a new facility?
While there was not a formal community task force, organic feedback from the community 
indicates that our residents prefer we build a new activity space instead of investing in an 
existing and aged facility that has an uncertain future.
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Where will the new activity space be located?
The new building will be constructed on School District owned property located on the corner of 
14th Street North and Elizabeth Avenue. The approximately 1 ¼ acre lot is located north of the 
auxiliary gymnasium and east of the football field. 

What will the new activity space consist of?
The new 11,800 square foot steel building will include a multipurpose activity space, a 
gymnastics pit, locker rooms, restrooms, equipment storage space, and a lobby. The space will 
also be designed with flexibility and the possibility of future expansion in mind to position our 
community for the greatest long-term value. 

How will the new activity space be used?
The new activity space will primarily be used by the gymnastics program as a practice and 
competition space. In addition, the building is designed as a multipurpose space that will be 
used by other programs and athletic teams as well. In particular, the District sees this space 
as an ideal practice space for athletic programs that need to be indoors due to unpredictable 
weather.  

Additionally, the new facility provides increased opportunities to host gymnastics competitions, 
athletic training camps and other programming that draw people into our community and 
provide potential to raise additional revenue for the School District and businesses in our 
community.

When would work be completed if voters approve the referendum?
If the referendum passes, work will begin quickly, and our hope is to have the project completed 
by December 2020. Contractor bidding is expected to be released and awarded in April and 
construction is expected to begin in May. 

Why wasn’t this activity space included in the 2018 referendum?
At the time of the 2018 referendum, the School District was in discussions and hopeful to utilize 
the Benson Civic Center for activity space and therefore a new building was not considered as 
a need at the time. Since then, the School Board has determined that the Civic Center does not 
provide the most economical, effective, or valuable option for ISD 777 and our community.

I’d rather see taxpayer money being spent on academic endeavors. Why is an activity 
space a focus?
Part of the Benson Public School mission is to maximize resources to ensure that our students 
leave us as well-rounded graduates. While the academic experience is our top priority, we have 
always taken great pride in our extra-curricular offerings because they are important to helping 
students grow intellectually, socially and emotionally. Studies have shown there are strong 
positive correlations between academic achievement and student involvement. 

Over the past several years, the community has committed to equip the district and our 
students with early learning, collaborative learning, and performing arts spaces. Construction 
is well underway, to upgrade a number of our facilities and ensure that students and the public 
have access to safe and modern education spaces well into the future. Adding this additional 
activity space would be a continuation of those efforts.  
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Why should the community invest in a building that will only benefit the small number of 
students on the gymnastics team? 
As a school district, we make efforts to appeal to all students and engage them in school with 
a variety of athletic programs, art programs and specialty classes. While the new activity space 
might not be used by every student, it does support over 100 gymnasts, ages 5-18 throughout 
our community and beyond, as well as nearly 450 student athletes and other district programs 
that would benefit from the additional multipurpose space. 

Potential for increased school district revenue, community revenue, community partnerships, 
and the potential for our students to gain advanced experience in a space that many other 
schools in our area are already using, are all reasons to care about the construction of this new 
activity space. We believe that when experiences for students and the community improve or 
expand, ISD 777’s positive reputation continues to grow, and property values increase. 

Many of our athletic programs, including the gymnastics program, are shared with 
KMS Public Schools. Will KMS be contributing to the cost of the new activity space their 
students will also benefit from?
The Benson Public Schools Activities Committee and School Board are working on a proposal 
and collaborating with KMS to create an agreement for overall, fair-share, cost sharing for the 
use of and maintenance of ISD #777 facilities. This fee will not directly be related to the new 
activity space, instead it will be an overarching fee for all shared program spaces. 

What is the difference between an operating referendum and a bond referendum?
An operating referendum provides funds for the day to day operations of the district. A bond 
referendum provides funds that can only be used for construction. 

How long is the bond?
If voters approve the request, the bond will be paid off over 15 years. 

What is the Ag2School tax credit?
The Ag2School tax credit was passed in 2017 by the Minnesota Legislature to help rural school 
districts whose tax base is primarily farmland pass building levies without putting an undue 
burden on farmers. In ISD 777, agriculture landowners represent nearly 75% of the school’s 
tax base. If the referendum passes, estimates show that the state would pay approximately 
$940,537 of the principal and interest costs. This tax credit is paid from the State General Fund 
and landowners see the credit on their property tax statement.

What happens if the referendum does not pass?
The School District will continue with its plans to build the new activity space through a lease 
levy purchase, which means the School District will borrow money for construction from a 
traditional lender, construct the facility, and then pay off the loan with lease levy funds. The 
downside to this option is that interest rates are higher, and the District is unable to take 
advantage of the Ag2School tax credit, both of which will cost our community more over time.
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Will local contractors be used if the bond referendum passes?
By state law the District will be required to use public bidding for virtually all of the work. Local 
contractors will have the opportunity to participate in all bidding. The final packaging and bid 
scopes have not been developed at this point – that work would occur if the referendum passes. 
Regardless of how they are structured, there will be many opportunities for local businesses to 
participate in prime contractor, sub-contractor, and supplier roles.

Who can vote?
Anyone who is a U.S. citizen, resident of ISD #777, and is at least 18 years old on or before April 
14, 2020, can vote in this special election. If you are not registered to vote, you can register 
online or on Election Day at the polling location with appropriate identification showing 
residency within the district. Learn more about registering to vote here.

When and where is the vote?
There will only be one polling location for this special election. The polls will be open Tuesday, 
April 14, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Benson City Armory.

Benson City Armory, 203 14th Street South, Benson, MN 56215

If I am unable to vote in person on April 14, is there another way to vote?
Absentee ballots for the Benson Public Schools, ISD 777 April 14, 2020, Special Election will be 
available from the Swift County Auditor’s Office beginning Friday, February 28, 2020. If you have 
questions regarding absentee voting, please contact the Swift County Auditor’s office at (320) 
843-4069.

Swift County Auditor’s Office, 301 14th Street North, Benson, MN 56215

What is my tax impact if the referendum is approved?
The tax impact on the average Benson homeowner ($100,000 value home) would be $6/year. 

A bond referendum makes this levy eligible for the Ag2School tax credit, which will ease the tax 
burden of our residents. Estimates show that if the bond is passed this year, 50% of the debt 
service will be paid by state aid, 27% by residential and commercial property owners and 23% by 
agriculture land and building owners. 

You can review the tax impact table or use the online tax calculator here. If approved, taxes 
would increase beginning in 2021.

I need more information. How can I learn more about the 2020 Bond Referendum?
We believe in informing our stakeholders and voters. For more information, you can:

EMAIL:
dlaumeyer@benson.k12.mn.us

CALL:
(320) 843-2710

FOLLOW:
www.facebook/com/
bensonpublicschools777

ATTEND OUR INFORMATION SESSION:
Monday, March 23, 2020
Benson High School Cafeteria
7:00 p.m.

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote
http://www.benson.k12.mn.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2972429&pageId=48413752
mailto:dlaumeyer%40benson.k12.mn.us%20?subject=2020%20Referendum%20Question
http://www.facebook/com/bensonpublicschools777
http://www.facebook/com/bensonpublicschools777

